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BV002330 

BVAA Updated Brexit Guidelines in Respect of the ATEX Directive 2014/34/EU 

Updated Document 

This is an update of BV002323 issued in November 2020. This update includes the following changes: 

1 Introduction – Reference to BVAA Brexit guidelines for the PED updated to latest 

document was BV002284. 

3.3  Create UKCA Certificate of Conformity – Reference to requirement for BS standards 

deleted. 

4.3 Update Technical Documentation – Link to Designated Standards added. 

 

1. Introduction  

The UK left the EU on 31st January 2020 and is currently in a transition period that is due to end on 

31st December 2020. This will result in a change of rules concerning compliance with the 2014/34/EU 

ATEX Directive and the associated UK legislation. The UK does not currently have a trade deal in place 

with the EU from 1st January 2021 and these guidelines assume that this situation will not change. 

The BVAA is unaware of any plans to change the technical requirements of the 2014/34/EU ATEX 

Directive and the UK equivalent legislation in the near future. Therefore, the changes outlined in this 

Hot Spot only relate to the conformity assessment and marking requirements resulting from Brexit. 

The product design, testing and manufacturing requirements for the UK market are not required to 

change and are likely to remain aligned with those of the EU in the short to medium term. 

The UK Government has published a detailed guide to Brexit and the ATEX Directive that can be 

accessed via the following link which also appears on the BVAA website 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/

935730/Guide-to-atex-regulations-2016.pdf. This document is intended to provide a summary of the 

above published guide to highlight areas where they are likely to be particularly relevant to BVAA 

members. The changes to ATEX requirements resulting from Brexit are fundamentally the same as 

those applying to the Pressure Equipment Directive and are focused on the appointment of UK 

Approved Bodies, Notified Bodies and the application of the UKCA mark. These guidelines should be 

read in conjunction with the previously issued BV002329 Updated BVAA Guidelines in Respect of the 

PED, which contains further relevant details.  
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2. Key Changes 
2.1. Placing Goods on the EU Market 

From 1st January 2021 all suppliers placing equipment on the EU market falling under the ATEX 

Directive and using the services of a Notified Body for conformity assessment may continue to 

apply the CE mark to their products providing that their Notified Body is registered in the 

European Union.  

2.2. Placing Goods on the Market in Great Britain 

The UK government has allowed a further Brexit transition period; it will recognise CE marked 

goods that conform with the ATEX Directive as compliant for the UK market until 31st December 

2021. However, from 1st January 2022 it will be necessary to apply the UKCA mark to indicate 

compliance to the requirements of the ATEX Directive for goods placed on the market in Great 

Britain. However, the EX symbol and other required ATEX markings showing equipment group and 

category etc remain the same. UK Approved Bodies will be appointed and authorised to provide 

conformity assessment services for the UKCA mark related to ATEX. These UK Approved Bodies 

must be legal entities based in the UK.  

2.3. Placing Goods on the Market in Northern Ireland 

Under the Northern Ireland Protocol ATEX goods placed on the market in Northern Ireland must 

continue to bear the CE mark and comply with EU requirements. Therefore, from 1st January 2022 

if the supplier is using the services of a UK Approved Body to assess EU conformity of goods being 

placed on the market in Northern Ireland then they must also apply the UK(NI) mark alongside 

the CE mark in order to denote this. 

2.4. Transition of Accreditation of Two Stage Conformity Assessment Processes 

Where members use a two stage conformity assessment process to place products on the market 

in Great Britain it is permissible to mix the accreditation bodies used for each stage during the 

transition period. For example a product with an EU-type examination certificate issued by a 

Notified Body may be combined with a manufacturer’s declaration of the production process 

made under the responsibility of a UK Approved Body until 31st December 2021. However, from 

1st January 2022 the type examination certificate used must be issued by a UK Approved Body. 

3. Key Actions  
3.1. Appoint Duplicate Accreditation Bodies to Continue Supplying UK and EU Markets 

Members who currently comply with the requirements of the ATEX Directive by employing the 

services of a Notified Body for conformity assessment of design, testing or quality assurance will 

need to appoint two assessment bodies by 1st January 2022 if they wish to continue to place 

products on the market in both the EU and Great Britain.  

In order to continue to use the CE mark after 1st January 2021 they must be using the services of a 

Notified Body who is located in the EU. All of the current UK Notified Bodies for the ATEX 

Directive, who wish to carry on offering this service in the UK, will automatically be appointed as 

UK Approved Bodies by 1st January 2021 enabling them to provide conformity assessment 

services for the UKCA mark from that date. UK Approved Bodies will retain the identification 

numbers that were previously issued to them as Notified Bodies. 

3.2. Ensure Technical Files for Module A Self Certification are held by UK and EU Accreditation 

Bodies 

Members who currently self-certify their products to Module A under the ATEX Directive and only 

use the services of a conformity assessment body to hold their technical files will also need to 
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take action. They will need to make arrangements to hold their ATEX technical files with a 

Notified Body located in the EU from 1st January 2021 in order to continue to self-certify with the 

CE mark. By the 1st January 2022 they must also have lodged copies of their ATEX technical files 

with a UK Approved Body in order to supply products certified to the UKCA mark placed on the 

market in Great Britain. 

3.3. Create UKCA Certificates of Conformity 

Certificates of conformity to the UK equivalent of the ATEX legislation, The Equipment and 

Protective Systems Intended for Use in Potentially Explosive Atmospheres Regulations 2016 (SI 

2016 No. 1107), will need to be amended to comply with the requirements of the UKCA mark. The 

certificates will need to refer to the relevant UK Approved Body, were applicable, referencing the 

UK legislation rather than the ATEX Directive. Certificates of conformity for the ATEX Directive and 

the CE mark must include the correct Notified Body reference number, where applicable. 

4. Recommendations 
4.1. Check out your Supply Chain’s Plans for Brexit 

Many members currently purchase CE marked products such as actuators or positioners for 

integration with their own products. However, members should be aware that products placed on 

the market in Great Britain after 31-12-2021 must comply with the separate certification 

requirements of the UKCA mark. It is recommended that members contact the suppliers of these 

items in order to understand the plans they have in place to maintain compliance for their 

products over the Brexit transition period and beyond. 

4.2. Accreditation Bodies with UK and EU Entities 

Several of the current Notified Bodies providing accreditation services to the ATEX Directive in the 

UK currently offer to manage both CE and the new UKCA approvals by means of their UK and EU 

based entities. This service may simplify the transfer of existing certifications to EU based Notified 

Bodies, or vica versa, compared to using completely separate organisations.  

The European Union maintains a database called NANDO that contains the details of all 

conformity assessment bodies who hold Notified Body status within the EU. This list is the most 

up to date source of information and can be found at https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-

databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=directive.main .  The UK government is creating a similar 

database for UK Approved Bodies under the UKCA marking scheme.  

4.3. Update Technical Documentation  

Members supplying nonelectrical products may reference the BS EN 13463 family of standards in 
their current ATEX documentation related to the compliance of non-electrical equipment for use 
in potentially explosive atmospheres. It should be noted that in 2019 parts 1,5,6 & 8 of these 
standards were withdrawn and replaced by BS EN ISO 80079-36:2016 and BS EN ISO 80079-
37:2016. It is recommended that members review these BS EN ISO standards and update their 
certificates of conformity, technical files and product documentation to bring them into line with 
the revised requirements. The UK Government published list of Designated Standards that 
provide a presumption of conformity with the ATEX regulations can be accessed here Designated 

standards: ATEX - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) . 

4.4. Keep up to Date with Changes  

Members placing equipment on the market that falls under the ATEX regulations are 

recommended to take steps to ensure that they receive updated guidance when issued by the UK 

Government and the European Union concerning the changes surrounding Brexit. It is possible 

that the requirements may change as the trade deal negotiations with the EU progress and we 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=directive.main
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=directive.main
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-standards-atex
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-standards-atex
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approach the end of 2020. The following is a link to ATEX specific guidance  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/

file/935730/Guide-to-atex-regulations-2016.pdf. 

Useful links to many Brexit guidance documents may be found on the home page of the BVAA 

website. 

 

Peter Dix 

BVAA Principal Technical Consultant 
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